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CHAPTER II.
EXAMINATION OF THE PAPER.

Historical Outline. A scientific examination of the
paper or other material, forming the basis of a. document
may be of the greatest ini.porl-a.noe, especially in the ease
of antique manuscripts or early title deeds, since it is
not altogether an easy matter for a. forger to avoid the
jut-falls of anachronisms in some of the numerous details.
it is for this reason that a knowledge of the approximate
dates of the use of various materials in the manufacture
of paper is particularly valuable.

Papyrus. Although papyrus was used in Mlgypt as a
writing fabric at a very early period, the earliest frag-
ments known date to a. period about B.r. .'{500. Pliny *
gives a description of the method of preparing the sheets
from the papyrus pla-nt. The fibrous material from the
stem, was cut into strips which were placed wide by side ;
upon them, were glued similar strips at right, angles, the
sheets being then pressed and dried in the sun,

Urcek papyri, dating from B.C. 270 to AJ>, OHO, have
been found in .Wgypt, whilst- other relatively modern
papyri of (Ireck origin have boon found at. different
limes in excavations at Mereula.neum.

Parchment and Vellum. -According to Kenyon - all
the evidence, points to the transition from the use of
papyrus to that of vellum having taken place in the
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